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Generally speaking,  
there are 

 

FIVE STAGES 
 

of the 
 

HOME BUYING PROCESS 
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Just Entering The Market 
This is the first step for any home buyer… 

 
The General Information Gathering Stage 

 

Usually Very Broad Searches 

Homes For Sale in Metropolitan Area 
 

Such as: 

Homes For Sale in Austin 

 
Usually 
18 to 24 Months 
From Buying 
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Wanting To Buy 
Have Decided To Get Serious About Buying 

 
Have chosen a few areas they’d like to live 

 

Usually Fairly Broad Searches 

Homes For Sale in Community 
 

Such as: 

Homes For Sale in Round Rock 

 
Usually 
12 to 18 Months 
From Buying 
 

Stage 2: Wanting To Buy 
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Decided On “Best” Area 
Have A Chosen A Few “IDEAL” Places To Live 

 
Have narrowed their mindset to specific areas 

 

Usually Fairly Specific Searches 

Homes For Sale in Subdivision 
 

Such as: 

Homes For Sale in Terra Vista 

 

Usually 
6 to 12 Months 
From Buying 
 

Stage 3: Decided On “Best” Area 
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Looking For “THE” Home 
Know Where They REALLY Want To Live 

 
Know Their Price Range — Almost Ready To Buy 

 

Usually Very Specific Searches 

Addresses and MLS Numbers 
 

Such as: 

MLS # 12345678 

 
Usually 
3 to 6 Months 
From Buying 
 

Stage 4: Looking for “THE” Home 
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Ready To Make An Offer 
Have Found “THE” Home 

 
Have Decided To Move Forward and Buy 

 

Usually Only Looking At 1 or 2 Listings 

Addresses and MLS Numbers 
 

Such as: 

2515 Some Street, Round Rock 

 
Usually 
1 to 3 Months 
From Buying 
 

Stage 5: Ready To Make An Offer 
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Looking For “THE” Home 
Know Where They “REALLY” Want To Live 

Very Narrow Searches 

Address or MLS#  

 
Usually 
3 to 6 Months 
From Buying 

MLS EARTHview Visitors & Lead Capture 

 

80% Of Our Visitors 
Searched For Either 

 

A SPECIFIC ADDRESS OR 
A SPECIFIC MLS NUMBER 
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Just Entering The Market 
General Information Gathering 

Very Broad Searches 

Homes For Sale in Metropolitan  

Wanting To Buy 
Have Decided To Get Serious About Buying 

Fairly Broad Searches 

Homes For Sale in Community 

Decided On “Best” Area 
Have A Chosen A Few “IDEAL” Places To Live 

Fairly Specific Searches 

Homes For Sale in Subdivision 

Looking For “THE” Home 
Know Where They “REALLY” Want To Live 

 Very Narrow Searches 

Address or MLS#  

Ready To Make An Offer  
Have Found “THE” HOME 

Only Looking At 1 or 2 Listings 

READY TO MAKE AN OFFER 

 
Usually 
18 to 24 Months 
From Buying 
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